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In homes where domestic violence o�urs, pets are often silent victims t�. Abusers frequently use animals as 
t�ls of control threatening, harming, or even ki�ing them to manipulate and isolate their partners.

KEY FACTS:

High Rates of Abuse: Up to 70% of domestic violence survivors have pets. Of those, 
nearly half to thr�-quarters report their pets were harmed or ki�ed by the abuser.
(Ascione, F. R., Weber, C. V., Thompson, T. M., Heath, J., Maruyama, M., & Hayashi, K. (2007). Battered pets and domestic violence: 
Animal abuse reported by women experiencing intimate violence and by non-abused women. Violence Against Women, 13, 354-373.)

Children Are A�ected T�: Children who witne� animal abuse are more likely to 
show violent behavior later in life.
(Currie, C. L. (2006). Animal cruelty by child exposed to domestic violence. Child Abuse & Neglect, 30, 425-435.)

A Warning Sign: Animal abuse is a significant predictor of future domestic violence. 
Those who harm pets are more likely to abuse their partners.
(Flynn, C. P. (2000). Woman’s best friend: Pet abuse and the role of companion animals in the lives of battered women. Violence 
Against Women, 6(2), 162-177.)

Ba�ier to Leaving: Betw�n 20%-65% of survivors delay leaving because they 
fear for their pets' safety and some even return to protect them.
(Carlise-Frank, P., Frank, J. M., & Nielsen, L. (2004). Selective battering of the family pet. Anthrozoos, 17(1), 26-41.)

Strong Bonds, Used Against Them: Survivors and their children often form d�p 
emotional bonds with pets. Abusers exploit this co�ection to cause fear and compliance.
(Flynn, C. P. (2000). Woman’s best friend: Pet abuse and the role of companion animals in the lives of battered women. Violence 
Against Women, 6(2), 162-177.)

SOLUTIONS & SU�ORT:

Legal Protections: In 27 states, courts can include pets in protective orders to help 
k�p the whole family safe animals included.
(https://www.animallaw.info/statutes/topic/domestic-violence)

Safe Havens for Pets: Some shelters and programs provide temporary pet housing 
including foster homes, ke�els, or pet-friendly shelters so survivors don’t have to 
ch�se betw�n safety and their companion animals.
(https://www.safehavensforpets.org)
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